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Bethesda, Thurs. Oct. 13, '49

Dear Pop,
’ I was sorry to hear from your firs{ letter written In Madrld !
that you haydn 't gotten any letters as of that date, Whide I haven't
been writing as regularly as I used to in Caracas, I certainly have
been semding them at you in a fiarly steady stream, agd I'm sure
youpr will soon be recelving a whole bunch together. I'm ust sorry
they weren't there to meet you, as it were,. The address in Madrid

held me back for a while. v
We had a call from Gousin Gertrude last Saturday, and went

to call that afterhoon while Laurence hn was celebrating Colt's

birthdeay with what the children all call a harpy=birthday party.

Cousin Gertrude says she had a wonderfel time all summer, much

better than she had thought she would. We t a chance o geg |

Ruth and her husband also, for they were vieiting from New Y rk

State for a weekend. Ruth 1s quite a small girl, although natur-

ally she has grown considerably since the last time I saw her!

Her hushand 18 also not large, and they are both quite quiet.

Cousin Walter does most.of the talking in that family. I have

a suspicion’ little Ruth is going to have a baby, because she

said she had quit her ob the week previcus, and is now a lady

of leisure. hey told me that they had seen you in Gemmany, and

ggre most grateful to you both for having gone so far to see

em. \

The leaves of the forpest are calling to me, and the truth
of the matter is that were I.tem rake them all off the lawn each
morning and each evening, it would still be hard to tell the
difference each afternoon. ,he lovely trees in the woods next door -
are a real oy during the sbring and summer, very beautiful but.
a headache in the autumn. I rake huge mountszi ns of them off of each
section of the yard, Laurence “hn falls in the piles happily, bui
the next day when I come out, there are ust as huge plles of them
to be raked as ever. And I mustn't leave them on the new baby grass

which we planted a month ago, according to Mrs. Rhine. Sgsyphus and
those boys had it easy. : :

Two weddings_ in two weeks! William's fréénd from Dartmouth
and Fletcher School days, Grant Meade, ig going to be married in
Norfolk next Friday, and this Saturday our Best Man, ack Mac Sweeney ,
is golng to ﬁet married here in Washington. We will be pauperized
1f somebody doesn't start showing some sales resistance to marriage
pretty soon. ' ‘

I can hardly walt for my magnum opus to appear in the pages
of the F.S8. ournal, but knowing the leisurely pace of that maga-

zine I know 1t will be some time before I'll be in a position to send
yOu & Cory. . — .

Gather ye rosebuds there in Madrid, even though thsy be nighte
blooming flowers! 1 can see indeed that it would be rather Aiffi=-
cult to get used to such strenuous hours. '

'@.-w 2 - Love to you both,
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